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GATHERING INFORMATION 
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PRESENTING INFORMATION TO SELLERS ABOUT SOPHISTICATED BUYERS 
WHO WOULD NOT PAY MORE THAN THE MINIMUM PRICE 
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INDICATING TO SELLERS WHEN THEY ARE COMPETITIVE, AND 
INFLUENCING THEM TO LOWER PRICES 
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FIGURE 2 
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COLLECTING INFORMATION ABOUT WHOLESALE PRICES 
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GENERATING REFERENCE POINTS 
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ASSESSING FROM REFERENCE POINTS WHETHER POSTED OR QUOTED 
PRICES ARE REASONABLE 
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CONTINUOUSLY SCANS COMMERCIAL SITES ON THE 
WORLD WIDE WEB 
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EXTRACTS POSTED PRICES FROM SAID SITES 
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MAINTAINS A DATABASE OF POSTED PRICES 
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POINTS THE BUYER TO VENDORS THAT POST THE BEST 
PRICES FOR AN ITEM THE BUYER IS INTERESTED IN 
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SCANNING CONTINUOUSLY COMMERCIAL SITES ON THE 
WORLD WIDE WEB 
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GENERATING FICTITIOUS USER NAMES 
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REQUESTING PRICE QUOTES ON NON-QUOTED ITEMS 
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BUILDING REPUTATION OF SAID FICTITIOUS USERS AS 
SOPHISTICATED BUYERS 
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GENERATING STATISTICAL DISTRIBUTION OF QUOTES 
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COMPARING A QUOTE SAID BUYER RECEIVES TO WHAT HAS 
BEEN OBSERVED IN THE SYSTEM 
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CONCEALING BUYERS TRUE IDENTITY 
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PICKING ONE OF MANY AVAILABLE FICTITIOUS NAMES 
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REQUESTING PRICE QUOTES ON BEHALF OF THE USER 
WITHOUT REVEALING THE BUYER'S TRUE IDENTITY 
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STORING ALL RECEIVED QUOTES 
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MAINTAINING STATISTICS ABOUT SAID STORED 
RECEIVED QUOTES FOR REFERENCE BY FUTURE BUYERS 
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PROVIDING BUYER THE OPTION OF 
PURCHASING ITEM(S) FOR HIM 
702 



f 

PURCHASING THE ITEM(S) USING ONE OF 
MANY FICTITIOUS NAMES 
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RECEIVING ITEM(S) AT A SITE OWNED BY 
SYSTEM OPERATOR 
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SHIPPING ITEM(S) TO BUYER 
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GENERATING E-MAIL MESSAGES, OR REGULAR 
MAIL, OR FAXES INFORMING SELLERS OF 
LOWER PRICES QUOTED BY THEIR 
COMPETITORS 
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ADVISING SAID SELLERS TO CONSIDER 
LOWERING PRICES 
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MAINTAINING A WEBSITE (FOR PUBLIC 
VIEWING) REGARDING RATINGS OF SELLERS 
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PROBING A COMMERCIAL SITE WITH 
VARYING PARAMETERS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE PRICE OF A PRODUCT(S) 
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UNCOVERING THE UNDERLYING FEE 
STRUCTURE AND HOW IT VARIES WITH 
RESPECT TO DIFFERENT PARAMETERS 
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SUGGESTING TO THE BUYER WHAT 
PARAMETERS CAN BE CHANGED TO SAVE 
MONEY 
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THIRD SURVEYOR 
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PERFORMANCE 
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PRICE-STRUCTURE-RE VEALER 
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FIRST DATABASE 
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